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1. on

TURS WS JIJUred 88 4 resllt of the bomb which explcded in Tirana on
19 February 1951; the bomb, said to have con (sic)
signed to expleds 25X1

at the time of a meeting attended by General Hoxha and 25X1

certaln wmspecified Soviet advisers,

‘ it is videly believed in Alrania that 25X1
the bombing had actually been staged by the Altanian suthorities themselves
in order to justify a purge, Albanians feel that this belief i3 supported
by the reported subsequent mass arrest of soms 1,000 Altenians (50 of whom
wers sald to have been shot without trial and their families Interned im-
mediately thereafter);* many members of the Al

‘agra said to have been among the 1.000 arrested

| | Two Altenisn enpineers (Nocka and FﬂimﬂMLm_‘
rested *#

3. ‘the bomb which had exploded
in the Soviei Legation In Tirans had caused the death of three officers and
five clerks and had wounded about ten other subordinate members of the staff,
Immedintely following the explosion, the Soviet armed guard at the Legation,
and patrols of the Altanian Security Police, fired wildly into the crowd,
reportedly killing an Altenjan landowner named Thoms. Katuldi, an Albanian

workman named Plerrin Gurezili, g doctor, six policemen, and a 25X1
former Albanian deputy named Nike Lazo.

b ‘the bombing has produced a state of panic
throughout the country, as a result of which many non~-Commmists and sus~
pected opponents of the regime have taken to the wntaina, while others
have succesded in escaping to Yuposlavia The Albanian authori. 25X1
ties are said to have made 300 arrests in Tirana, and 600 arrests in the
provinces,
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5, The same report states that the Peoples! Commiasars of Tirana, Elbasan,
Vleone and Berat have been impriscned in Tirans for ssveral (sic) months,
and many other high-ranking members of the Commmist Farty have been
purged, *#¢t Spiro Pano and Rita Marko, Deputy FPrime Minister and Minister
of Industry, respectively, reportedly submitted their resigmations im-
mediately following the bombing attempt,*¥w¥

6. | | work on commmications across Albenia,
from east to west, is being accelerated; these mea s are described as
belng more offemsive than defensive in character. \

I;F_ m jor police operation is being envisaged by the Soviets in order
6 Toot out any centers of foreign intelligence activity within the country.

*«J:gms In this ecomnection, other information reports the
execution of a certain Zheko (or Zhelo), and a Pjerin Guraziv,

**ﬁ Comment: In point of time, the impriscnment of the Peoples®
Commissars does not appear to be & consequence of the bomb explosion;
thelr comnection with the bombing, if any, is not apparent,

hidod Comment: Tirana broadeast of 5 March 1951 reported their
"yeleass from duty for the purpose of being entrusted with other ine
4 duties.” A subsequent broadcast of 2 April, however, stated
that Rita Marko, "secretary of the Altenian Workers' Party Central
Committes,” had attended the Second Congress of the Alvenian Trade
Union of Edueation and Culture, which opemed in Tirana om 1 April 1951.
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